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Personal Favourites: Masterpieces from The Barber Institute of Fine Arts 
In the Context of National Collections and the Image of Black People in Art 

 
 
This lecture will explore my personal favourite paintings from the rich and varied collection of 
paintings that make up The Barber Institute of Fine Arts Collection.  Beginning with works 
that as yet still have no artists attributed to them, the lecture will be looking at works as 
diverse as Botticelli, van Dyck, Aelbert Cuyp from Rubens through to Degas and Gauguin. 
The lecture will place these works in that context of those from national collections; drawing 
parallels and contrasts. 
 
This lecture will not only revel in the exquisite details in some of these works with detailed 
explanations of the meanings, but it will also look at a hidden aspect of these works and that 
is the appearance and function of black figures in these Masterpieces.  
 
This lecture will take the audience on a journey through this Collection that will make you 
want to look again at this marvellous gallery of Masterpieces. 
 
 
Short Reading List: 

Campbell, Lorne, The Fifteenth Century Netherlandish Schools (National Gallery 
Publications, 1998) 
 
Dabydeen, Davis, Gilmore, John, and Jones, Cecily, (Eds), The Companion Guide to 
Black British History, (Oxford University Press, 2007) 
 
Dunkerton, Jill, Foister, Susan, Gordon, Dillian, Penny, Nicholas, Giotto to Dürer: Early 
Renaissance Painting in the National Gallery (National Gallery Publications, 1991) 
 
Spencer-Longhurst, Paul, The Barber Institute of Fine Arts Handbook, (University of 
Birmingham, 1999)  
 
Verdi, Richard, The Barber Institute of Fine Arts, (Scala, 2005) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


