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The Divine Michelangelo: The Power and the Glory 
 

Art, Power and Conflict in the work of Michelangelo Buonarroti: 
Exploring the life, work and personality of the man they called divine 

 
We have all heard of the great Renaissance master Michelangelo, indeed the recent 
Michelangelo blockbuster sell-out exhibition at the British Museum only served to confirm the 
continued interest in this artist.  But how much do we really know about his life and work, 
how did he become such great artists, was he as famous in his own lifetime as he is now, 
was he rich in comparison to our modern times, and where and how did he learn his craft? 
How long did it take  Michelangelo to fresco the Sistine Chapel ceiling, how did he do it, what 
was his relationship with the papacy and his contemporaries such as Raphael, indeed how 
real was the competition and struggle for dominance between artists? 
 
This lecture will explore the life of this long-lived artist from his early career and influences 
including his training in the workshop of Domenico Ghirlandaio and working methods, from 
his early fame establish in discipline sculpture to the triumph of ‘David’, his first forays in the 
medium of paint, thorough to Michelangelo’s ultimate triumph – the Sistine Chapel frescos. 
Finally this lecture will look at Michelangelo’s late, so-called presentation drawings, his late 
sculptures, and long life peripatetic existence which finally ended in Florence. Through the 
exploration of Michelangelo’s extraordinary long life this lecture will aim to provide the 
listener with an insight into the life of the great Renaissance master and ultimately an 
understanding of his works through the historical and social context within which this artist 
worked.  
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