Masters of the Renaissance: Leonardo and Michelangelo

We have all heard of the great masters of the Renaissance, Leonardo and
Michelangelo, speculations regarding the true lives and meanings of their works
have been rife for centuries, indeed books such as the Da Vinci Code and the recent
Michelangelo blockbuster exhibitions at the British Museum only serve to confirm the
continued interest in these artists. But how much do we really know about their lives
and their work, how did they become such great artists, were they famous in their
own lifetimes, were they rich and where and how did they learn their craft?

How much of a maverick was Leonardo, this lecture will look into Leonardo’s pre-
occupation with anatomy and his struggles with dissections. How long did it take
Michelangelo to fresco the Sistine Chapel ceiling, how did he do it, what was his
relationship with the papacy and his contemporaries such as Raphael, indeed how
real was the competition and struggle for dominance between artists?

This lecture will not only look at the early years of the two great master, their training
and the masters that taught them, but will also provide an insight into the lives of
Leonardo and Michelangelo while looking at some of their major works, and will
ultimately provide an understanding of their works through the historical and social
context within which these artists worked.
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